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Keeping Everyone Safe – Covid-19 

 

This Nursery handbook provides helpful information for parents and outlines normal 

school practice and procedures. In September 2021, the point at which this handbook 

is updated, we are living in unprecedented times, due to the Coronavirus pandemic and 

normal procedures have had to change.  Safety protocols and procedures have been put 

in place for a controlled, safe and positive environment in our nursery and school. 

Thorough risk assessments are in place and the nursery team continue to work to 

evaluate risks and minimise them as far as is possible; continually reviewing government 

and local advice to ensure a safe learning environment.  

 

Although this handbook details ‘normal’ protocols and procedures, we will continue to 

inform our community of any changes as a result of the pandemic through our usual 

communication channels, such as newsletters, emails and through our digital platforms, 

e.g. school and nursery website. These differences may change throughout the session 

depending on national or local guidance around the procedures we need to follow for 

everyone’s safety. 

 

As at September 2021, our Nursery meets the strict hygiene and social distancing 

standards required, with sanitiser stations installed and cleaning of communal areas and 

frequently touched surfaces taking place regularly throughout the day, these will be 

regularly reviewed. 

 

Depending on the situation with the pandemic, changes could take place in the following 

areas during the school session: 

  

 Social distancing between pupils and staff and movement around school. 

 Cohort ‘bubbles’.  

 Nursery start and finish times. 

 Lunch times and arrangements for lunches.  

 Parent access to the nursery building and open door policies. 

 Procedures for external visitors to the nursery. 

 Parental meetings. 

 Settling In policy. 

We will strive to be innovative in our approaches, and there may be some activities that 

have to be carried out differently, or following guidance may not be able to happen, for 

example: 

 Excursions. 

 Community events and Parent Council events e.g. discos, Christmas Fairs. 

 Volunteers. 

 Nursery shows/information sessions for parents. 

 Transition arrangements – nursery to P1 and P7 to secondary school. 

 Arrangements for reporting to parents. 
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 Personal belongings and bringing things in to nursery. 

In in the event of school closures, contingency plans are in place for blended learning, 

including E-Learning Journals. 

Together, our nursery and school; our pupils, our families, our community and our staff, 

will get through this and come out the other side, stronger and even more resilient. 
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Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to Strathblane Nursery Class,  

 

The aim of our handbook is to provide you with information about our nursery and ensure 

you are supported and informed during your transition as you join our setting. During 

drop off and pick up staff will be available to answer any questions you may have and 

please feel free to contact us by phone or email at any time, details are listed below. For 

more information and updates on what we are learning and photos of the children 

engaging in learning experiences you can visit the school website at: 

www.strathblaneprimary.co.uk  

 

Stirling Council’s vision states: 

Through deep involvement in spontaneous and planned purposeful play opportunities, 

young children in Stirling will have the opportunity to build on their previous knowledge 

and strengthen their understanding of the world around them. This will enable them to 

build the necessary skills to lead a happy, healthy and fulfilling life in our rapidly 

changing world.   

 

At Strathblane nursery we believe in building strong trusting relationships where all 

children are treated as individuals. We look forward to working in partnership with you 

and your family to provide the best experience and outcomes for your child. 

 

Strathblane Nursery Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.strathblaneprimary.co.uk/
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Nursery Information 

 

Nursery School Address:  

Strathblane Primary School Nursery Class 

Southview Road 

Strathblane 

Glasgow 

G63 9JQ 

 

Telephone: 01360 770608 

Email address: strathblanenu@stirling.gov.uk 

Website: www.strathblaneps.com/ 

 

Our nursery caters for 24 children aged from 3-5 years each session and our ratio is 1:8 

(1 adult to 8 children)  

Morning Session 8.00am – 1.00pm 

Afternoon Session 1.00pm – 6.00pm 

Extended Day Session 8.00am – 6.00pm 

 

Please speak to a member of staff if you wish a flexible drop off and we can put a plan 

in place that suits your family situation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.strathblaneps.com/
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The Nursery Team  

Head teacher – Mrs Sharon Cassidy 

Depute Head teacher – Miss Anne Spencer 

Principal Early Childhood Educator – Miss Sara Brown 

Senior Early Childhood Educator – Miss Debbie Bradley (On maternity leave)  

Supply Ece – Mrs Linda Brisbane and Mrs Anne Williamson (Covering maternity leave)   

Senior Early Childhood Educator – Miss Joanna Martin 

Early Childhood Educator – Mrs Kat Harrison (Wed, Thur, Fri) 

Early Childhood Educator – Mrs Lyndsey Morrison (Mon-Fri 8.30 till 1.00) 

Support Worker Early Childhood Educator – Miss Elinor Meffen 

Modern Apprentice – Miss Eilidh Jones  
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Visitors to Nursery 

Throughout the year we will have high school students on work placement or students 

from universities/colleges working alongside us gaining valuable practical experience. We 

also have visits from other multi-agency professionals such as Speech and Language 

Therapists, Dental Health Educators or Educational Psychologists.  

As part of our transition programme, we have regular visits from P6 pupils (Buddies). The 

nursery children relate well to the older pupils and they gain a sense of belonging from 

the association with the older children. These relationships make the transition from 

nursery to school a positive experience and we value our links with the school community.  

Strathblane Nursery Aims are to: 

 

 Ensure all children feel welcome, secure, valued and nurtured to develop positive 

relationships and a sense of belonging. 

 Promote the important partnerships within the whole school community and to 

develop the skills necessary for children to become active and responsive citizens. 

 Equip children with the skills for life and attitudes necessary to adapt in a 

changing society, by encouraging creativity, enterprise and ambition. 

 Help parents and carers to feel welcome and encouraged to share their knowledge 

with staff. 

 Promote the personal growth of children and adults so that all can achieve their 

full potential. 

 

Our aspirations, for the children at Strathblane Nursery Class, reflect the four 

capacities outlined in The Curriculum for Excellence.  We would like all children in our 

care: 

 To be Confident Individuals 

 To be Successful Learners 

 To be Responsible Citizens 

 To be Effective Contributors 

 

We plan to fulfil this vision by: 

 

 Working towards nursery improvements outlined in the School and Nursery’s 

Improvement Plan. 

 Ensuring quality assurance procedures are in place and reviewed regularly. 

 Working in Partnership with all parents including the Parent Council, parent 

fundraisers and the wider community. 

 Providing appropriate staff development and training. 
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 Following and implementing the 6 nurture principles. 

 

ETHOS  

The nursery has a very positive ethos, and we work together with the whole school 

community to encourage respect and understanding that each individual is unique, 

supporting children to understand that we all have individual differences and beliefs. 

VALUES 

As part of a diverse community and world it is important to have a common set of agreed 

values. Our shared values are:  

 RESPECT 

 HONESTY 

 RESPONSIBILITY 

 FAIRNESS 

 C0-OPERATION 

 

 

Positive Behaviour Approaches 

We encourage positive behaviour and use our values to develop a shared understanding 

of our expectations. Staff will maintain consistent approaches within a calm environment 

where children are supported to develop respectful relationships where they feel safe 

and valued. All children will be encouraged to take responsibility for their own behaviour 

with support from adults with positive outcomes for all. 

We will discuss as a nursery: 

RESPECT- for everyone by listening to others opinions and learning to value them  

RESPONSIBILITY – taking responsibility for the nursery environment   

REPAIR – developing the skills within our nursery community so that its individual 

members have the necessary skills to identify solutions that repair harm and ensure that 

behaviours are not repeated. 

We have a zero tolerance to bullying and violence across the nursery and school. 
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Collecting from Nursery 

In the interests of safety please inform staff if someone other than yourself will be 

collecting your child, where the nursery has not been informed we will need to call you 

for permission before allowing your child to leave. Our nursery closes promptly at 6pm 

staff leave straight away as our insurance is invalid after 6pm.    

 

The nursery day is planned to offer a variety of learning experiences and we do this by 

following the practice set out in the Stirling Early Years Play and Learning Framework. 

The pathways should: 

 Support practitioners to ensure children are playing and learning within a 

developmentally appropriate curriculum.   

 Ensure babies, toddlers and young children grow emotionally, socially, physically 

and cognitively. 

 Mitigate the experience gap in Literacy, Maths and Numeracy and health and 

Wellbeing, to ensure all children make the best possible progress. 

 Inform planning for learning and teaching based on children’s motivations and 

interests and plan for future learning. 

 Enable practitioners to make effective and robust professional judgements about 

children’s progress within key areas. They will not be used as a tick box 

assessment tool. 

 Support professional learning and moderation activities. 

 Provide effective interactions, experiences and spaces to enable children to learn 

through spontaneous and planned, purposeful play. 

 Reflect on the effectiveness of interactions, experiences and spaces. 

 Plan relevant and measureable learning intentions and success criteria, based on 

the unique needs of the young child. 

 Ensure children experience breadth, depth and challenge where they need it most. 

 Support learning conversations with children, in order that children lead their own 

learning. 

 

Play is a vital tool for learning; much of the session each day will be devoted to ‘free play’. 

The nursery programme is carefully planned and organised taking into account children’s 

interests in accordance with local and national guidelines. We evaluate and review our 

plans daily to encourage the children to become self-motivated and independent in their 

learning. The adults do not intrude in the children’s play but act as facilitators, supporting 

and scaffolding their learning through offering provocations linked to the children’s 

interests.  
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We are able to use the school gym on a regular basis and have access to the computer 

suite to use the interactive white board. We also access the nursery school garden or 

the school playground daily.  

 

Each child is allocated a Key Worker. Your child’s Key Worker is your main point of 

contact but all staff work with all children. In the event of your child’s Key Worker being 

unavailable please feel free to talk to another member of the nursery team. The Key 

Worker will support the development of their groups learning and will monitor and track 

each child’s progress. Progress is recorded in the childrens’ E-learning journal. 

 

Strathblane Nursery Class settling in policy 

First day - On your child’s first day at nursery we invite you and your child to nursery 

for one and a half hours; 10.00am-11.30am or 1.00pm-2.30 pm (depending on which session 

your child is due to attend).This enables your child to explore the nursery and meet their 

key worker while you will have the opportunity to discuss the nursery day.  

Second day - On the second day your child will be able to stay for the full session. 

If any child is not settling comfortably, we will work with parents/carers to devise a 

suitable strategy which will support each individual child and enable them to feel 

comfortable and secure within the nursery setting.  

All children at nursery are entitled to a free school meal as part of their funded 

session. Children who attend an afternoon session (1.00pm to 6.00pm) are offered a 

more substantial snack during the afternoon session.  

Children can either bring their own packed lunch or have a school lunch which is 

included with their funded session. If you are paying for extra sessions you will be 

charged for your child’s school lunch. Packed lunch bags/boxes should contain an ice 

pack or equivalent.  As we are a nut free school packed lunches should not contain any 

nuts. School lunches can be ordered on the day and paid for through our ParentPay 

system.  

 Families who are in receipt of Income Support or Income Based Jobseekers Allowance 

or other government benefits will qualify for free meals.  Further advice may be 

obtained from Stirling Council Communities and Partnership Advice on 01786 233528 or 

at moneyadvice@stirling.gov.uk. Entitlement to free meals ceases immediately if 

Income Support or Income Based Jobseekers allowance ceases. 

 

 

mailto:moneyadvice@stirling.gov.uk
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ParentPay 

The school and nursery use a system called ParentPay which allows parents to pay for 

lunches and trips. Parents are able to pay on a secure website using your credit or debit 

card. This is our preferred method of payment.  Activation and temporary passwords 

will be issued a few days after your child has commenced their nursery sessions.  

Extra Sessions 

The Scottish Government is committed to improving and increasing high quality, flexible 

early learning and childcare which is accessible and affordable for all children and 

families.  In line with this, Stirling Council is now offering parents and carers the 

opportunity to pay for extra sessions at their child’s nursery, where space allows. Should 

you wish to buy extra sessions please contact Miss Anne Spencer (DHT) or Miss Sara 

Brown (PECE) by phone (01360 770608) or via the nursery email 

(strathblanenu@stirling.gov.uk).  

Parent Meetings 

There are four planned opportunities in the nursery year for parents to meet with 

educators to learn about their child’s progress. Parents are invited into school for two 

formal parents' interviews during November and May to discuss the progress of their 

child and to see work. A more informal ‘Meet the Teacher’ evening is arranged for early 

in September. During the year parents are invited into nursery to allow children and staff 

to share the children’s learning with their parents. All information regarding your child 

and their learning is treated confidentially. 

Parents wishing to access the nursery should do so via the main entrance by pressing the 

buzzer. 

Practicalities 

At Strathblane Nursery we offer a wide range of experiences both indoors and outdoors.  

The one thing these activities all have in common is that they are messy!  Children will 

take part in table top experiences, explore outside, climbing etc. as well as sitting 

listening to stories so it is important that clothes are comfortable. 

Children should wear shoes that are suitable for indoor play and can be put on and 

removed by children themselves.  They should also bring wellies for exploring outdoors, 

these can be kept in the cloakroom. 

 

Communication with Parents 

Parents will receive newsletters and other forms of communication to keep them up to 

date with nursery and school events and activities.  These will be available on the school 



Strathblane Nursery Handbook 
Updated September 2021 
 

and nursery website www.strathblaneprimary.co.uk and will also be emailed to you, 

information is also available on the Nursery noticeboard.  

Parents can also sign up for regular mailing from the Parent Council at 

http://strathparentcouncil.org 

.At times we will send messages by text to your mobile phone. 

 

Working in Partnership with Parents 

Parents can make an appointment to meet with staff if they wish to discuss a concern. 

The nursery has an open door policy for parents and you are welcome to visit the nursery 

at any time.  We welcome all suggestions and comments, please speak to a member of 

staff if you have a concern or there is anything else you would like to discuss.  

Come and share your skills with us, perhaps you could come in and read with the children, 

or share any other talents you may have, it is always important to welcome families into 

the nursery and build trusting relationships. 

 

Parent Council 

All parents of children at Strathblane Primary School and Nursery Class are members 

of the Parent Forum. As such parents are entitled to stand to be elected for the 

Parent Council.  The Parent Council meet regularly to discuss any educational and 

community issues affecting our school and nursery class. In addition, the Parent Council 

has a fund raising role which raises much needed money for e.g. outings and Christmas 

parties.  Events organised by the Fund Raisers include a Halloween Disco, family Quiz 

Night, Christmas & Summer Fairs. 

Parents are most welcome to join in all or some of these events, as participators or 

organisers. 

Through formal and informal contact we work in partnership with parents to make your 

child’s time at school and nursery the best and most rewarding experience possible. 

The Parent Council includes a Chairperson, Clerk and Treasurer.                                  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.strathblaneprimary.co.uk/
http://strathparentcouncil.org/
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Child Protection 

The safety of children is everyone’s responsibility.  If staff have any concerns for a child 

or young person’s wellbeing, they have a duty to pass on information that will help keep 

that child safe.  All nursery staff receive child protection training at the beginning of a 

new academic year. 

Emergency Closures 

There are times where the nursery will need to close due to unforeseen circumstances 

such as severe weather or power failures. If this happens we will keep you informed of 

closures and when the Nursery will re-open. 

Uniform 

We have a nursery uniform, this comprises of a yellow polo shirt and purple sweatshirt.  

Both items have the nursery logo embroidered on them.  This is not compulsory and we 

respect that some parents may choose not to purchase any items.   

Snack 

We follow the Scottish Executive’s Nutritional Guidelines and offer a healthy snack 

which consists of, fresh fruit or vegetables, crackers, cereal or toast with a choice of 

milk or water each day.  

A more substantial snack is prepared for children in the afternoon who are in till 6pm 

and may include items such as pasta, pitta bread pizza and wraps. 

Children help with the planning and preparation of snack every day.  Children learn many 

skills by preparing the snack and by independently pouring their own drinks. We 

encourage children to try different foods and there may be special foods on certain days 

e.g. Pancake day, Chinese New Year, Robert Burns Day or as part of a learning intention.  

Health and Medical Matters 

Please ensure staff are made aware of any allergies your child has. Any medication and 

instructions must be handed in to enable us to attend to your child correctly. Forms 

giving consent for medication to be administered can be downloaded from the Parent 

Council website, www.strathparentcouncil.org . Children suffering from an infection 

should not attend nursery to ensure that the possibility of infecting the other children 

or the staff is minimised.  

The Dental Health Educator for Scotland Health Care Trust has initiated a tooth 

brushing programme. The Nursery children are supplied with new toothbrushes and 

toothpaste free of charge each term. Children are encouraged to brush their teeth after 

snack and are taught good dental health habits. Children in Strathblane Nursery and 

School have been highlighted as having the best dental health in the Forth Valley by 

school dentists. 

http://www.strathparentcouncil.org/
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Accidents or Incidents 

At times, children can become ill or injure themselves therefore we must have an 

emergency name and contact number in case we are unable to contact you.  Please provide 

these details when you fill out the personal plan when your child starts nursery. All 

accidents are recorded and shared with parents/carers, and we have a trained first aider 

in the nursery and school. Please keep us informed of any changes or details to emergency 

contacts, you will have the opportunity to update your details twice a year. 

Attendance 

If your child is unable to attend nursery due to illness or for any other reason, we ask 

that parents notify the nursery admin as early as possible in the nursery session. If we 

have not been informed of a child absence by 9.15am (Am, full day) or 2.00pm (Pm) we 

will contact you by phone or text message. 

Sun Safe 

In the good weather please apply sunscreen to your child before the start of their 

nursery session. If your child attends full day nursery staff will apply sunscreen to your 

child. Please ensure your child’s cream is clearly labelled. 

 

 

 

Toilet training  

Stirling Council Nurseries operate a policy of welcoming children whether or not they are 

toilet trained. Nursery staff can discuss with families strategies to support with toilet 

training and a plan can be implemented and put in place. 

Library 

To foster a love of books and promote early literacy, we visit Strathblane Library on a 

regular basis. The librarian runs story times related to activity sessions which are always 

enjoyed by the children. 

Clothing  

Please supply your child with soft indoor shoes to wear at nursery. To avoid lost shoes 

please write your child’s name inside them.  

Please dress your child in ‘play clothing’ and have a spare set of clothing in their bag for 

unexpected situations. As we play in all weathers it is important your child is 

appropriately dressed with wellington boots and a waterproof jacket or suit. 
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Nursery Sessions 

In March we will consult with you about your child’s sessions for the following year.  

 

No Smoking Policy 

At Strathblane, we have a no Smoking Policy. This policy includes any area within the 

school gate 
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Complaints Procedure 

Should you wish to make a complaint please follow the procedure outlined below: 

 

Speak to a member of the Nursery staff 

 

↓ 

 

Speak to Anne Spencer (Depute Head Teacher) 

 

↓ 

 

Speak to Sharon Cassidy (Head Teacher) 

 

↓ 

 

Contact Judy Edwards (Interim Service Manager Early Years)  

Tel: 01786 233201 Email edwardsj@stirling.gov.uk 

 

↓ 

 

 

Care Inspectorate 

T: 0845 600 9527 

Email: enquiries@careinspectorate.com 

www.careinspectorate.com 

 

 

 

mailto:edwardsj@stirling.gov.uk
http://www.careinspectorate.com/

