
Parent Council Virtual Meeting 3/11/21 6.30pm

In attendance: Alastair Pickard, Andy Bell, Mags Malluck, Kate Warburton, Katie Goodier, Jenny
Dawson, Anne Spencer, Elsbeth Loughrey, Christine Gill.

Apologies: Sharon Cassidy

Welcome to all from the chair, Alastair Pickard.

Minutes of AGM

Nil of note. A big thank you once again to the outgoing parent council members.

Update from chair - Focus for current year

Following a meeting between Alastair and Mrs Cassidy suggested focuses for the PC group were:

- fundraising for school gym and sports equipment

- Helping with communication regarding the new nursery build

Deputy Head Update - Miss Spencer

There remains some mitigations in the school but there has been a little more freedom for the
children. They are able to play freely in the playground again. There continues to be 2 sittings at
lunch with older children eating in their classrooms.

Janitor update

Our janitor, Mr Bendermacher’s leaving day was a lovely celebration. Again this was done in 2
sittings. A beautiful cake was made by Linda from the school kitchen and he received lots of cards
and gifts. The children’s singing was lovely and both Mr Bendermacher and his wife were
overwhelmed by the kindness and generosity of the SPS community. Mr Bendermacher has sent
thank you cards into the school for all the parents who contributed to his send off and another for all
the children. A copy will be e-mailed out to parents and the children’s card will be read out at
assembly. A big thank you to everyone involved.

Del Ingram is our acting Janitor presently. He is employed at Killearn Primary School and comes to
Strathblane for 2hr in the afternoons. This will increase to 3hr from next week. It could take as long
as 12wk for the post to be advertised and filled.



ICT

Connectivity continues to be a major issue in the school. Teachers have to travel home for meetings
and are not able to do remote parents nights from the school which creates added stress and
pressures for our teaching staff. Elspeth Loughry, parent of a P1 child, expressed her concern and
shock regarding the internet issues in the school. Miss Spencer pointed out that she has seen on
Facebook that Killearn Parent Council put in a complaint to Stirling Council regarding their very
significant issues with connectivity and this complaint has been upheld. Killearn Primary is now to
receive cable broadband in the near future. Mrs Spencer has agreed to look into how the complaint
was lodged by the Killearn parent council with a view to Strathblane Parent council possibly doing
similar.

ACTION: MISS SPENCER

Jenny Dawson highlighted that the previous parent council frequently discussed the issues with
connectivity and the negative impact this was having on our children’s learning but it was felt there
was little we could do to progress this. Nevertheless we did write to the local MSP regarding the
matter on 15th June but as far as we are aware, there had been no response as yet. JD agreed to
follow this up.

ACTION: JENNY DAWSON

Info for Nursery Parents

Stirling Council is to be part of a pilot scheme to provide funding for any child who is not yet 5 at the
start of the school year to defer starting school until the next school year. Presently only children
with a birthday in January or February or those where a case is made that they would benefit from
deferred entry receive funding. More information will follow.

Additional Business

A request to the PC for funding for the Christmas parties was made. Last year £100 was given. A big
thank you to the school for arranging these brilliant parties for the children in the absence of the
Halloween disco and Christmas Fair. It was suggested that instead of bags of sweets perhaps arts and
crafts supplies could be given to the children as prizes at future parties. This was noted to be a
request particularly for Halloween when the children tend to get large amounts of sweeties from
elsewhere too.

Primary 5,6 &7 classrooms as well as the adjoining corridor have been re-carpeted following flooding
in the school during the summer.

A big thank you to the grounds group for the work done on Saturday 30th October. It is very much
appreciated.

Nursery Build Update

Staff from the council were unfortunately unable to attend the meeting as previously planned.

Miss Spencer explained that the council are presently revisiting all budgets however there has been
reassurance that the build will go ahead and the spec will not change. The contract has not yet been
awarded and it will be January before the new build will hopefully start. When we are given the go
ahead council staff are happy to meet with the parent council.



Grounds Update - Katie Goodier

The grounds group work day on 30th October went well and the weather was kind. Due to COVID
restrictions the day could not be opened to the wider school community but lots of thanks to the
team who took part.

• The pond was tidied up and some planting around it was done with thanks to Mirte Greve. There

are further plans to improve accessibility to the pond with a path.

• The trim trail was repaired apart from the hanging rope. This needs an additional part which has

been ordered. Thanks to Jer Selmes for sourcing the parts at low cost compared to original quotes.

• A picnic bench was built in the nursery garden.

• Improved drainage on the daily mile path was created by Tom Furniss. Hopefully the large muddy

puddle along the boundary with the playpark will now drain better.

• The willow den was partially tamed.

More working parties are planned over the next few months.

• More work is required on the willow den.

• The gaga ball ring needs 1 or 2 panels replaced. Andy Edwards has volunteered to take this on.

Thank you to him.

• The daily mile path has eroded slightly with the flooding and will need some resurfacing at some

point.

Kate Warburton suggested that it might be worth advertising work party days to parents if covid
rules allowed this. It was hoped that more parents with younger children in the school may wish to
get involved in the grounds group in future.

Fundraising

Miss Spencer has discussed the school’s needs with the staff of SPS and the following suggestions
were made:

• New PE benches are needed as 1 of these was condemned last year and another 2 were patched

up but will need replaced soon.

• Consideration of replacing/ repairing the bike shelters as the perspex is easily broken.

• Shelving for the new green shed beside the bottle greenhouse for outdoor resources that the

children can have direct access to.

• Circular tree benches.

• No requirement for school transport to events to be funded in the foreseeable future.

There has not been any formal fundraising events for the school throughout the covid pandemic and
the Christmas fair sadly can’t go ahead again this year so we need to consider other options.



Mags Malluck had a number of potential fundraising ideas.

• A sponsored walk/ cycle, perhaps to cover the distance of the West Highland Way, had a positive

response and would encourage the children to stay active through the winter. This could be set up
with a just giving page quite soon.

• A cook book created by the children and families of SPS with recipes/ photographs downloaded

directly onto a purpose built website could be created and sold to the community. Perhaps this
could be planned for Easter time.

• A school lottery could be restarted. Different forms for this were discussed including a Christmas

lottery or restarting something like the previous SPS 100 club. It was commented that some local
schools eg. Buchlyvie have lotteries that are open to the wider village community and are
advertised on their village websites.

• Are we too late to consider doing something along the lines of pay a pound to dress in green day to

coincide with COP26? As the pupil council is planning a possible pyjama day for children in need
then we are probably too late for this.

• Easyfundraising raises a few hundred pounds each year for the school and we could encourage

more parents to sign up.

Mags also suggested that some wildlife cameras for the school might be a nice idea for the parent
council to fund.

Treasurer Update - Andy Bell

There is just under £3000 in the bank; £510 belongs to the daily mile path fund. £500 is for the
grounds group.

There is only around £1800 available for the school and we need to exercise caution with any
spending plans.

There are a small number of parents who have ongoing standing orders into the parent council
account of either £2/month or £24 per year for the 100 club. The lottery hasn’t been drawn since the
start of the covid pandemic. We therefore need to contact these parents to ask them a) to cancel the
standing order should they wish and b) if they are happy to donate the money to the PC in light of no
lottery draws being made? Should they wish a refund then we would be obliged to do so. Andy will
share a list of the parents affected so that members of the PC can contact those they know.

ACTION: ANDY BELL & ALL PC MEMBERS

Following the appointment of the new members of the parent council, the signatories of the RBS
bank account are to be changed. Andrew Bell (as treasurer), Jenny Dawson (as secretary) and Alastair
Pickard (as chair) are to be added and Steven Busby and Gemma Smith are to be removed as
signatories.

Protocol for approving/ distributing meeting minutes

It was agreed that the minutes would be shared with the whole parent council group including Mrs
Spencer and Mrs Cassidy via google drive to seek approval before being e-mailed to Mrs Barrett and



Miss Allan at the school. They will then be e-mailed out to parents and uploaded onto the school
website. The aim would be that this is done in a timely manner to ensure all parents are kept up to
date with parent council proceedings.

Mrs Spencer commented that she very much liked both the agenda and newsletter produced by
Alastair Pickard. The was seconded by a number of other committee members. A big thank you to
Alastair.

Next Parent Council meeting planned for Wed 26th January 6.30pm. All SPS parents and carers
welcome.


