
  

Parent Council Virtual Meeting 19/01/23 

In attendance: Alastair Pickard, Andy Bell, Mags Malluck, Kate Warburton, Jenny Dawson, 
Katie Goodier, Sharon Cassidy, Anne Spencer, Rachel Allen, Amy Palmer, Kathryn Skiving-
ton, Lucy Sinclair  

Welcome to all from the chair, Alasdair Pickard. 

Treasurer Update: Andy Bell 

After successful Halloween and Christmas fundraiser events last year we now have over 
£4300 in the bank. This is after paying out £2000 to the school for numicon materials. The 
parent cancel is keen to make a plan for the funds as we don’t wish to accumulate cash 
especially in the current climate.  

Head Teacher Update 

Happy New Year from Mrs Cassidy and a big thank you to the parent council for the numi-
con resources. 

Nursery 

The building inspector recently visited the new nursery and have advised that the locks on 
the main nursery door must be replaced and that a second handrail on the steps to the 
main entrance is required. Initially the school was advised that these changes shouldn’t 
delay entry but this is not the case. Removal vans were booked and equipment was packed 
and ready to go but unfortunately this had to be cancelled and the school has been ad-
vised that there will be a delay in obtaining the required locks. Presently there is no date 
for the move. This has been extremely frustrating for staff and the children.  

Budget 

Issues with teaching budgets have been in the media of late. Mrs Cassidy has been called 
to a council meeting at the Albert Halls to discuss the teaching budget. At a similar meet-
ing in the past teachers were asked for suggestions on how to cut funding for education. 
Parents will be updated as soon as possible after the meeting.  

School registration 

The enrolment process continues until the end of January and from this the council decide 
on the school staffing and the number of classes in the school. There is no way of knowing 
currently what decisions will be made regarding this. Further information is usually forth-
coming around May and will be communicated to parents thereafter. Class compositions 
will be added to the parent council meeting agenda in May. Amy Palmer asked what size 
the nursery class moving into P1 was but Mrs Cassidy explained that there is no way of 
knowing presently as lots of children are enrolled from out with the nursery.  

Miss Anne Spencer joined the meeting at this point. Alastair asked when the P1 cabins 
would go. They had to be booked for a block and will be in the playground until the end of 
February. Portacabin will make the grounds good on leaving though some parent volun-



teers may be required to help with some of the tidy up. Maxi who are doing the nursery 
build will also leave the playground tidy and plan to restore the netball pitch and repaint 
the games that have been damaged during the build. They will return to landscape the 
nursery garden in the Spring.  

Communication with parents/ carers 

The PC questionnaire had 41 responses (completely anonymous). 

53.7% were happy for the PC to continue to distribute communications from the school e-
mail.  

70.7% were open to the idea of the PC using direct WhatsApp messages as an additional 
communication method.  

46.3% would prefer to meet online at 7 30pm.  

24.4% would prefer to meet in person at 7pm. 

26.8% were unable or not interested in joining the PC meeting.  

The questionnaire responses included a lot of positive comments which was nice to hear. 
There were some comments that more communication about who the parent council are 
and what they do would be helpful especially at the start of term. It was pointed out that 
Alastair had produced some very professional newsletters that have been e-mailed out by 
the school. There is also a parent council page on the school website where more informa-
tion can be found and where all the minutes and newsletters are filed. Many thanks to 
Miss Allen who does all of this in her own time. It was felt that perhaps some parents had 
missed these.  

Setting up a WhatsApp designed for sending out information but not receiving messages 
requires further research and the purchasing of a SIM. Alastair and Andy will act on this. 

Face to face versus on line meetings were discussed further. This meeting was held virtual-
ly in response to the questionnaire results. Some of the PC expressed disappointment that 
it felt very impersonal and less productive than the in person meeting we held in No-
vember. There was appreciation that the later time and also virtual meetings may be easi-
er for many parents to attend especially those with young children. Katie wondered if 
some of those who chose the virtual 7 30 slot were actually looking for a later time rather 
than virtual meetings per se. In person meetings after 7pm would not be possible and so 
any meeting after this time has to be held virtually. Hybrid models of meeting were dis-
cussed but the school IT system is not good enough to allow an effective meeting to take 
part with in person and virtual members present. Balfron high school plans to have virtual 
meetings through the winter and face to face meetings in the summer. A mix of virtual and 
face and face meetings was proposed as an option. Disappointment was expressed that 
although 19 people requested an on line meeting at 7 30pm, only 3 non PC members at-
tended. Some members felt that moving to online meetings was not worth the IT frustra-
tions and loss in productivity if it did not result in more interest from the school communi-
ty. Mrs Cassidy suggested that, in the spirit of listening to and responding to the question-
naire, we continue with on line meetings at 7 30pm for the time being to see how it goes.  

Grounds Update 

A Spring welly day is planned and the date has yet to be arranged. There is a need to re-
cruit more parents into the grounds group, especially from the lower half of the school. 
Tom Furniss has got permission from Stirling Council to proceed with the hedge laying 
which may be done sometime in February. It was suggested that details on the welly day 
and hedge laying could be sent out via the new WhatsApp group as a test.  



Fundraising  

A coffee afternoon is planned for Sunday 12th March. This will be a social event for the 
whole school community to connect and share information as well as a fundraiser.  

The Summer fair is panned for Saturday 3rd June. A group of volunteers to plan the event 
will be required in order for it to go ahead.  

Mrs Cassidy will have a discussion with staff regarding their funding needs. Jenny asked if 
a small individual budget to each teacher from the parent council would be helpful for 
extra classroom supplies etc. This did happen many years ago, before Mrs Cassidy came to 
Strathblane PS. Mrs Cassidy felt that the school budget should and would cover this.  

Pre covid, parent council funds were used for transport costs to events where children 
were representing the school. Such events stopped during the covid pandemic and many 
have not started up again. Active Stirling cancelled a number of sporting events last term 
due to the increased costs of transport. It is hoped that P6 &P7 will be able to take part in 
cross country events this term. The cost of buses to Bannockburn and back is approximate-
ly £230 and the parent council were happy to cover this. Hopefully more events will start 
up again and the PC would be more than happy to fund transport to these. It was also sug-
gested that we could also fund transport to school trips if this was felt fair and appropri-
ate.  

Date for next meeting Wednesday 29th March.  




