The Wee Spuds so far in 2022

We kicked off the beginning of 2022 by giving all the
village tubs a present of very smelly cow manure!
This improves the soil in the tubs and helps the
plants grow. It is also good fun as it is very smelly!

We were joined by some new recruits from P1 and
Nursery.

During the winter we started to grow lots of different
herbs indoors on our window sills at home. We grew
parsley, coriander, chives, basil and oregano.

In January we helped to plant some of the trees in the new
Strathblane Wildlife Sanctuary by the horses field.

In February we chitted our seed potatoes ready for planting in early
spring. The varieties we planted this season included King
Edwards, Charlotte, Maris Piper and Sharpe’s Express.

In March we planted the onion sets next to the
garlic that was already growing in the Wee
Spuds raised beds at the allotment.
At Easter time we planted the chitted potatoes in
a different raised bed. Our Scarecrow ‘Josie’
also finally got settled at the Wee Spuds plot.
We made Josie the Scarecrow in August last
year for the Killearn Horticultural Annual Show.

We sowed our peas into the recycled toilet rolls to give them a
head start to grow before planting them in the ground. This is
because the mice like to eat peas and they tend to disappear
without a trace if we plant them straight into the ground!
Once the pea plants grew big enough we then planted them into
one the raised beds at the allotment. We made a frame of
branches to help support the pea plants as they grow.

In May we helped the Strathblane Cubs and Beavers plant over
200 sunflower seeds. We then looked after them at home so
that they could be sold at the Sunflower sale in the village to
raise funds for Ukraine.

We were given lots of tomato plants and a
cucumber plant. We put these in the polytunnel at
the allotments to keep them warm and help them
grow.
We started to grow our pumpkin plants for
Halloween in October.

We also rescued lots of strawberry plants from the allotment so
that we could plant them in the school grounds and use them in
our salad boxes.
We planted our brassica plug plants (broccoli, cabbage, brussel
sprouts and kale). They are protected from the cabbage white
butterflies with a net that is fitted over a frame. If the cabbage
white butterflies lay eggs on the brassicas they hatch into
caterpillars and the caterpillars munch the leaves until there is
nothing left.

In June we planted our salad boxes to take home
and look after over the summer holidays.
In the boxes we planted spinach, cos lettuce, pak
choi, marigold and nasturtium flowers, parsley,
and strawberries.
We will all hopefully meet up over the summer
holidays at one point as there are always more
tasks to do at the allotment as everything keeps
growing!

