June 2022 Newsletter

The holidays are fast approaching. It has been a very busy time in school and
nursery. Have a look at just some of the activities we have been involved in.
Sharing the learning

Transition
The children from our nursery and other nurseries who are starting P1 in August
have been visiting the school regularly to meet their teachers and get to know
each other. On Thursday 16th, the children visited the school to meet with their
own teacher, buddy and new classmates while parents attended an information
meeting with Miss Spencer and Mrs Cassidy. Although still restricted, we are
very happy that we could have parents in the school building for this event,
especially as over the last week there has been another rise in positive cases in
school/nursery settings across the authority.
P7 enjoyed their three-day visit to Balfron High School. They are feeling less
anxious about their move to high school now.

Sports Day
We held our sports day on Friday 10th June. Thanks to Miss Spencer and Neil
Thompson of Active Stirling for organising this and to Blanefield Thistle for
their ongoing support and kind use of their pavilion and King George V pitch. The
children enjoyed competing and it was lovely to see so many family members
attend. Thankfully, we missed the heavy rain by a few minutes!

Health Week
The children enjoyed a full week of activities organised by Neil Thompson,
Active Stirling in partnership with Miss Spencer.
As part of Health Week, the whole school went on a walk in the local area. We
were in luck with the weather and had a lovely time.

Fairy Garden
The garden is taking shape. It is a lovely memorial for Chelsea’s family and a
bright, sunny place for the children to gather and play.
Thank you to all the families who donated items from the fairy wish list for
Chelsea’s Garden. You are amazing!
Thank you to the PC Grounds Group and parent volunteers who have contributed
to the creation of the garden. Thank you to Miss Allen for co coordinating plans
and to all the members of staff who worked on the garden after school to bring
the vision to life. It has been a great team effort. The children are already
enjoying the garden and have created little fairy gardens from all the lovely
donations received. In addition, they have caught the fairy bug. If you wander
around the grounds you will see many little fairy gardens that have been built
under bushes and in various areas of the grounds by children during their
breaks and lunchtime. Lots of creativity on show!
The next step is to have some wooden posts with rope installed around the
perimeter of the garden and some outdoor book boxes built so that children
have access to some books while in the grounds.
Maxi construction, the company who are building the nursery extension, have
offered to provide the 21 wooden posts and have their team install them in the
memorial garden. We are very grateful for this gift to the school.

The journey so far.
Here is a sneak peek…

Maxi Construction have also offered to gift the school some picnic benches and
another bench, which we will put in the area where Robyn’s Tree is to mark the
tenth anniversary of her passing. The children gather there and it will be lovely
to have some seating for them to use.
Robyn’s Star Award
Every year staff are asked to name the children who have consistently shown
the school values throughout the year. The child with the most votes is awarded

The Robyn’s star Award at the leaver assembly. Robyn’s Mum, Melissa presents
this at the assembly.
Captains and House Captains
Well done to this year’s P7 House and Vice Captains for leading House events
and competitions. All house points have been tallied up and the final results of
this year’s House Competition are:
1st Place – MUGDOCK

(25, 730 points)

2nd Place – NETHERTON (21,406 points)
3rd Place – EDENKILL

(19,831 points)

P6 children in each house have put themselves forward to be voted in as captain
or vice captain of their house for next year. The posters have been on display
for the last few weeks and the children did their speeches this week. All
children voted and the results were announced at assembly today. The results
are
House
Mugdock

Captain
James Gordon

Netherton
Edenkill

Ollie Goodier
Anna MacKinnon

Vice Captain
(Joint-with equal votes)
Charlotte Melville and
Alfie Wallace
Sophie Armstrong
Scarlett Glen

Nursery
The children have been learning all about the Queen as they prepared for the
Jubilee celebrations, creating crowns and cups of tea, for their garden party.
The children studied pictures of the Queen and went on to create their own
artwork, they also discussed the Queen and the royal family during group
learning. Some children drew detailed drawings and explored letters as they
took turns and listened respectively to each other. They have learned new
vocabulary ‘Draw Bridge’ and ‘Jubilee’ through discussions linking their
experiences from home and using the internet for research.

When learning about the Platinum Jubilee the children shared their thoughts
and ideas about Queen Elizabeth. They were amazed at how long she has been
wearing her crown! They have been problem solving and demonstrating their
creativity using paper plates to create bunting. There has been lots of model
making and the children used junk modelling to create their ‘castle’
masterpieces.

The children have been learning about the life cycle of plants and showing
amazing responsibility as they care for their plants in the garden. They went on
to learn about money when they sold their plants at the Jubilee garden party.

A group of children made scones and cakes for the tea party. They followed
adult instruction as they explored and used mathematical language as they
measured out the ingredients, they were very tasty!

Jubilee
The children in P5, P6 and P7 participated in a STEM activity to create three
tier cake stands. At a House meeting, all classes made 3D cakes for the
afternoon tea picnic. They worked in partnership and had a lot of fun.

The children took part in a headwear competition and made empire biscuits,
which they enjoyed at the outdoor afternoon tea picnic. There was a lot of
singing and dancing too.

Drymen Show
Children from across the school had their work displayed at the Drymen Show in
the schools’ tent. There was a bit of mix up with our written work, which was
not on display on the day. The organisers apologised and it have since been
judged.
Congratulations to the winners in art, craft, programme design, poetry, writing
and working together sections.
Art
P1/2
Eva Todd - 1st place and winner of school shield
Max Pickard - merit
P3/4
Callum McKee – 2nd
Maisie Adam – merit
P5/6
Katy Walne – 3rd
P7
Findlay Barrie – 1st
Isla Charalambous – merit

Craft
P1/2
Lois Loughrey – 1st
P5/6
Ellie Sinclair – 2nd
Isla Pickard – merit
Alfie Wallace – merit

Programme design
Max Neil – 1st (programme to be used for next year’s show)
Kasper Greve – 2nd
James Gordon – merit

Working together
P6 rainforest frieze – merit

Writing
P1/2
Annie Charalambous – 1st
P3/4
Lila Gordon – 1st
P5/6
Joe Greenwood – 1st

Poetry
P1/2
Ben Weaver and Calum Orpen – merit

P5/6
Riley Anderson and Archie Wakefield – 2nd
Ollie Goodier – 3rd

Drymen Show football competition
Well done to our 3 teams who played at the Drymen Show 5-a-side football
competition. Our P7 team went on to win the tournament overall.

P1
P1 have been busy. We have enjoyed showing all the nursery children who are
going into P1 around the school and helping them in transition sessions. We have
made a video, which will help the new Primary 1 children to learn a bit more
about our school https://youtu.be/OHpPUw2piQY. We have also been preparing
for the move over to the main school and in to Primary 2.
In class we have been learning skills for work through our play. We have been
exploring what skills we need for different jobs. We enjoyed the jubilee
celebrations and enjoyed drawing portraits of the queen and her corgis. Using
maps, we created faces and had to replicate what was drawn on the maps. We
did different challenges where our team couldn't talk to do the task or had to
put the map in a different place from where we were building. All of this
required teamwork and a lot of patience!
In science, Primary 1 have been learning about everything plants – what they
need to grow, how seeds germinate, how photosynthesis works and how plants
are pollinated. We planted pea seeds in early May and have been
our observations in a table - some of our peas are already 30cm tall! We will
keep our plants in the classroom until the last week of school when we will bring
them home and continue tending to them with the hope they produce a few
sugar snap peas to enjoy later in the summer.

P2
Primary 2 have been working hard as always! We have been starting to think
about transition into Primary 3 and have been working with the current Primary
1’s since we will be continuing to work closely with them next year, and we will be
welcoming some of them into our class! We worked together to help decorate
the Fairy Garden and we worked together to create the little trays.

In class we have been exploring shape and
symmetry. We have been identifying shapes
that stack and roll, as well as beginning to
talk about the properties of 3D shapes. We
looked at symmetry within nature and even
created our own symmetrical butterflies,
they look lovely and colourful! We have also
been developing our mental maths skills to
improve our basic facts recall.

We enjoyed our block of music lessons
with Mrs McLean, playing different
instruments and experimenting with
rhythm. We played lots of different
games where we had to remember tunes
and music notes. We wish Mrs McLean a
happy retirement!

P3
As part of our Where We Live topic, we have been learning about Strathblane
and the surrounding areas. Primary 3 have been researching the history of their
community and considering what makes the area, as well as the rest of Scotland,
so special. The children were inspired by contemporary artists to make a pop art
line drawing of a Scottish landscape; they did a fantastic job!

All of the children have put a tremendous amount of work and effort into
creating their very own story books this term. They have used their
imaginations to create their own story, considering the important aspects of
what makes a story great. They also included a contents page, blurb and even a
dedication and the illustrations throughout all of their books were outstanding.
The children were delighted to share their story books with their parents and
we are extremely proud of what they have achieved.
In numeracy Primary 3 have been continuing to work with numicon resources to
help consolidate their knowledge of the 2, 5, 10 and 3 times tables. They have
also looked at division, fractions and have been working towards using their
problem-solving skills to support mental math calculations.
The whole class has spent a lot of time outside this term learning about living
and growing. They enjoyed growing beans and planting sunflowers.

P4
This term we have been learning about our Planet. We have made a frieze
outside our classroom displaying the tectonic plates and the various natural
disasters they can cause. We made model volcanoes that we erupted and made
earthquake proof buildings out of toothpicks and marshmallows.
As ever, we continue to add to our poetry anthology and showcase all that we
have learned in writing and grammar. We are hoping to have filled it up by the
end of Primary 4.
In maths we have been learning about measure. We took to the playground to
map out a wizard’s workshop in chalk on the playground and worked out how to
fit all of his furniture inside. The next day we used scales and measurement
jugs to plan some potions for him.
In French, we have been rehearsing and creating props for French plays –
Rapunzel et la tour Eiffel and Wendy part en vacances. We are working hard on
our pronunciation and understanding the scripts. We will be preforming our plays
in front of the class next week.

P5
Primary 5 and I have had a brilliant last term. We have been learning a variety
of topics as well as our usual literacy and numeracy inputs. The children wanted
to choose their own weekly topics: they ranged from sharks to Lego, Egyptian
life to dream jobs. In PE, we had a few weeks of rugby where a coach from
Strathendrick rugby club came to coach us on handling, running and tackling,
tackling was obviously their favourite thing! We also learned Boccia in the last
few weeks. For some extracurricular subjects we have been incorporating sign
language into our weekly lessons and have already covered numbers and the
alphabet. Primary 5 love drama so we have been doing some fantastic
dramatisations and incorporating that with health week.
In literacy, they have been revisiting different poetry genres that we have
covered over the year and applied themselves when doing functional writing.
Numeracy has been a recap of the year’s inputs ranging from multiplication and
fractions to shape and decimals.
In science, Primary 5 have been learning all about space and created fantastic
and informative presentations about the planets in our solar system. In French,
we have been practicing French plays and creating props in preparation for
presenting them in front of the class.

P6
WWII
This term P6 have been learning about World War 2. Here are some pictures of
the amazing Anderson shelters the children made. We are currently
researching an aspect of the war and will present our findings to each other.

Euroquiz
Euroquiz is a national competition to enhance knowledge of Europe and improve
languages. It is a Primary 6 initiative and schools all across Scotland take part.
This year over 400 schools participated in local authority heats. The winner of
each heat progressed to the grand final held at Holyrood in Edinburgh. Our
Strathblane team were one of the finalists and performed brilliantly, finishing
with the 5th highest score (only 3 points off 3rd). We are very proud of their
achievement and they loved the experience of sitting in the debating chamber
representing their Council. Huge congratulations to Isla, Jess, James and
Archie, supported by subs Ellie and Riley. Thanks to the Parent Council for
funding transport to the event. We had a fantastic day!

P7
The P7 class have a had a very busy term. We have been preparing for our
transition to high school. This week, we spent 3 days at Balfron High meeting
our new teachers, form class leaders and form classes. On one of the days we
had a Sports Day in our new houses. As we prepare to move on to S1, we have all
worked together in class to do personal writing for our P7 yearbook. We will
each get a full gloss colour 68-page yearbook with an A4 ‘all about me’ page
followed by our memories of P1 all the way up through each class to P7. Our
yearbook also has our memories of our residential trip to Ardentinny and our P7
Pantomime. We will be presented with our yearbook at the leavers assembly.
The P7 yearbook committee were responsible for the digital design, the front
cover, the clipart and writing the introduction to the book.
P7 Panto
P7 performed their class pantomime production of Cinderella. They performed
their show in front of the whole school on Friday 10th June and on Wednesday
15th June, the class performed the show in front of their parents and siblings in
the evening. After 2 years of Covid restrictions, we were delighted that Stirling
Council gave us permission to hold the show. It was a special moment as this was
the first time a group of parents had been in the school since March 2020! The
shows were fantastic – we are very proud of the P7s for the amount of hard
work they put into preparing for the shows!

Congratulations to P7. The Panto was FANTASTIC!
P7 Night Out
On Thursday 16th June, Mrs Bairner took the P7 class to Scotkart and Laser
Planet for their P7 Leavers night out. The class had several hours of go-karting
races followed by dinner in a private room and several games of Laser planet! It
was a fun-filled night!

Leavers Assembly
The Leavers Assembly has been scheduled for Thursday 23rd June at 1.45pm.
All classes have prepared a song for the show. P7 will be presented with their
gift bags containing their P7 yearbook, memories DVD of their 7 years at
Strathblane Primary, their pantomime DVD and a whole class photo.

P7 Parents are invited to attend the assembly. We are delighted to be able to
welcome them to this event this year.

Leadership Groups Update
JRso – P1 and P7
Primary 1 and Primary 7 worked together this year as part of the Junior Road
Safety Officers leadership group. We thought about some of the problems we
have around the school and we wanted to make some safety videos to encourage
parents not to park near the school. We also wanted to encourage everyone to
be safe on the roads. Both classes got together and then split up into 6 groups.
Each group wrote a script and a storyboard. Next, we rehearsed our safety
videos and then filmed them. Sam in P7 edited the videos together. We would
like parents to watch our short video clips. You can see them on the home page
of our school website. https://www.strathblaneps.com/
From the Junior Road Safety Officers (P1 and P7)
Grounds
There has been a lot going on in our grounds this year. P6 and P2 have been
working hard to keep the playground tidy (litter picking, weeding, and sorting
lost property) and getting the other classes involved too.

Wee Spuds Allotment Group
Have a look on the school website to see the update from the Wee Spuds
Allotment Group. They have had a great year. Thanks to Sarah Hyde for leading
this. The wee growers love it and the whole school enjoys their produce when it
is used by the canteen to make soup.

John Muir Award
Congratulations to our P6 and & children for achieving the John Muir Award at
Ardentinny Outdoor Centre this year. Well done!
Swimming
Congratulations to all p6 and 7 children who achieved their Aquatic and Water
Safety Certificate. Well done!

Mr Whippy
Mr Whippy will visit the school at ten am on the last day. The children and staff
will receive an ice cream, paid for by the school.
Reminder
School Uniform




White polo shirt
Burgundy jumper/cardigan/sweatshirt
Grey trousers/skirt



Black footwear

PE uniform



House T shirt
Plain black leggings/shorts



Change of shoes for use in the gym-outdoor shoes not permitted

Outdoor Clothing
Our children are out in all weathers so please send them suitably prepared.



All children should have a waterproof jacket with them at all times
The children have a welly tray to store waterproofs and wellies.

End of term-school dates
School finishes on 24th June 2022 for the summer break. Children should be
collected at 12.15pm
School resumes for staff on Monday 15th August. 15th and 16th are INSET days.
Children return on 17th August.

Nursery closes on 24th June 2022 at 6pm for the summer break and re-opens on
Thursday 14th July at 8am. Nursery will be closed on Monday 15th and Tuesday
16th August for INSET days.

Thank you
Thank you to the staff for their hard work and commitment over the year, the
children for their enthusiasm and hard work and our families for their ongoing
support. To those children and staff who are leaving us this year we wish you all
the very best.
Have a lovely summer!
KS Cassidy
Headteacher

