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Strathblane Primary School – Parent Council Meeting 
Thursday 15th November 2018 1830 

 

1. In attendance: Richard Wakefield (Chair), Tom Furniss, Gemma Smith, Jenny Park, Robin 
Hoyle, Katie Goodier, Sharon Cassidy (Head teacher) and Anne Spencer (Deputy Head). 

Apologies: Ana Nikolaidis  (Clerk to PC), Elaine Farrell. Steve Busby (Treasurer), 

 

RW opened meeting and welcomed all. 

2. Minutes of last meeting – Minutes of last meeting were adopted by the PC as a true 
recording of the meeting. No matters arising outstanding. 
 

3. Results from questionnaire – discussion for all PC on findings (JP lead) 

Q1 – Rank the seven funding elements from 1 to 7. 

It was noted that the ranking system has probably been misinterpreted by some parents, with some 
people scoring from 1 to 7 and other scoring 7 to 1. This has caused an issue in interpreting the 
results from this output. It was identified that the bottom three (ties, bags and Christmas party) 
were to have their funding stopped and then a review of the top four should be undertaken 
(grounds, ICT, Rep travel and class travel). 

Following a lengthy discussion it was agreed that additional consultation should be undertaken with 
the parents/carers to confirm how they would like to split up the funds. It was recommended that 
the grounds funds be ring fenced at current levels and that the money for the other three be 
redistributed. 

ICT was raised by SC as the main item for PC funding going forward as there was not enough funding 
from Stirling Council to pay for this.  Although the school does have an allocation for ‘educational 
facilities’, it works out at just over £30 per student per year; this is not enough to cover ICT 
infrastructure upgrade and maintenance. This budget covers the purchase of the every resource 
used in the school by the children or for the children eg jotters, pencils, Art/craft paper, cullicular 
books, display paper, glue, paint and all photocopying. It is simply not possible for this budget to 
include ICT. 

A significant debate on who should pay for ICT was undertaken between PC members and it was 
noted that they all agree that Stirling Council should pay for this core resource, but in the current 
bugetery positon it will likely fall to the PC to help the school fund new ICT equipment going 
forward. 

Q2 – Confirmed that Crowd funding was agreed by parents via the questionnaire as an acceptable 
way of the PC to raise money going forward. The PC note that any such activity would need to be 
targeted at a specific activity, e.g., a school coding group (which would then benefit the rest of the 
school). Therefore no open Crowd funding scheme for ICT was proposed, but it remains a potential 
option to be discussed further.  Mrs Cassidy and Miss Spencer asked for it to be noted that they 
were uncomfortable with the idea of crowdfunding for school resources and perhaps this should be 
kept to projects such as the daily mile path. 
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Q3 – Would you be willing to help out at organising fundraising. 

25% said yes and 45% said no whilst 30% said maybe. GS to follow up on people who said they want 
to help out. 

Q4 – Comments section 

In general there were a number of useful comments received from the parent/carer responses in 
this section. However, a number appear to indicate that there is a lack of knowledge or recognition 
of the level of support the school and teachers provide to support the PC in our events. Comments 
about the school ‘controlling/blocking events’ or creating ‘rules for events’ is incorrect. The PC 
fundraising group make all decisions about the number and range of events, what is sold or served 
at the events and how they are run. School staff have always willingly supported the work of the PC 
fundraisers. 

 

ACTION – TF/RW – Produce a summary letter trying to outline the work needed to go forward for 
the PC and the future funding requirements.  

ACTION – CS – Produce a summary of the use of the smartboards in the school “A day in the life of a 
smartboard in SPS” this would help in educating the parents as to why they are such a vital resource 
for the school and demonstrate the need for replacement. 

 
4. Fundraising – GS lead 

The Fundraising committee work towards the Christmas Party is on track and GS has asked for a 
number of people to help out which is helping to spread the load. 

Ticket prices have been increased by a pound for children and adults (£2 and £3) 

They are looking into a temporary licence to allow alcohol to be sold at future events, but there are a 
number of issues that need to be addressed to get this sorted and someone must put their name 
down as the appointed person for this. We obviously hope that this will happen because such events 
raise a large amount of money, but further work is needed. 

Potential to have regular car boot sales in the school going forward, GS to look into this as she 
attends such events already. 

P7s will help decorate the hall for the Christmas party. 

 

5. School Update – SC 

School has been tasked with the job of maintaining school boundary hedges and trees by a 
neighbour, who made a complaint via the local councillor. This was unexpected and will require 
£2,500 to complete. The school was not aware that it held responsibility for hedges trees that 
appear to be outwith the boundary fence however it has been confirmed it does as the fence is 
merely a safety fence that sits within the actual boundary. This time Stirling Council will contribute 
£2,000 to the cost at the school as the school does not have the budget to cover the cost.  Land 
services will undertake the work, but we may need transfer this task to the grounds group going 
forward – KG to raise at this group. 
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Upgrades to staff toilets are needed as they are in very poor condition. Due to lack of funds and this 
is very challenging and will have to be costed over a number of years which will take up all of the 
planned maintenance budget. RW asked whether this is something the PC could help with, but it is 
likely that the Stirling council rules will mean we cannot help out on any internal work inside the 
school.  

Mrs Jarvie (P3) will be leaving on the 4th December and will be replaced on a temporary basis till the 
start of January by Mrs Street. A new appointment has been made to cover this maternity leave. 

6. Nursery update –  

Brief update on the 2020 work that is ongoing in the Stirling council area, with phase one currently 
ongoing. We are phase three in this process. 

7. Treasurer Report – SB 

No update from Treasurer at meeting. 

8. Grounds Group (KG/TF) 

Grounds group welly day was a success with lots of tasks completed.  

Additional funding schemes for the daily mile path are in progress with a TF just finishing off a 
£10,000 proposal to Awards for All. 

Waitrose have donated £340 already to this project, with similar bids into Asda and other local 
stores. The project has been selected by the local CO-OP for their yearly sponsorship project and 
information about how to contribute to this has been sent out to the school. 

9. AOB 

No other comments or actions raised by meeting members 

10. Next meeting THURSDAY January 24th 6.30-7.30 

 

 

 


