
Parent Council Virtual Meeting 27th April 6.30pm

In attendance: Alastair Pickard, Andy Bell, Margaret Malluck, Kate Warburton, Katie Goodier, Jenny

Dawson, Sharon Cassidy, Rachel Allen

Apologies: Anne Spencer

Welcome to all from the chair, Alastair Pickard.

Minutes of last meeting

School staffing for the next academic year is to be discussed this evening.

Issues around the library build have been actioned.

Connectivity within the school will be covered again this evening.

Minutes from the parents council will be shared with the school community by e mail and uploaded

to the school website.

Head Teacher Update - Mrs Cassidy

Nursery build

Work on the nursery build has started and gone to plan so far. A weekly catch up is planned with the

contractors and school staff have been impressed with the builder’s approach. They have offered to

plan some STEM teaching with groups of children for the future. They have also agreed to remove

old cupboards and lay a new carpet in the P1 classroom and put in a door from the P1 classroom into

the garden. Parking for contractors has been agreed with the owners of the Kirkhouse Inn. The

timescale to full handover is Christmas 2022 although there is hope that this could happen after the

October break.

Classes for next year

There have been a number of placing requests to our school which Stirling Council has agreed. Our

school is under capacity and we therefore have space for placing requests. 29 children are enrolled

into P1 next year. 25 is the maximum size of any P1 class in Scotland. Teachers are allocated from the

council depending on the number of children in the school as a whole. Next year SPS has been

allocated 7 teachers and so there will be 7 classes with 2 composite classes (P1/P2 & P2/P3). The

eldest group of children join the composite class above unless this includes children with additional



support needs. At this stage, SPS is unable to confirm arrangements for classes of staff allocation to

classes, and this will be communicated to parents at a later date.

There have been composite classes at SPS in the past and these have worked well. While they do

produce extra work for the class teacher in terms of logistics and liaising with colleagues regarding

lesson planning, children tend to cope well. Miss Alan explained that children within non composite

classes have such varied abilities and needs that the classroom environment is not affected greatly.

Staffing

Gemma Walker will be back from maternity leave before the summer break for settling in. When she

returns in August she will be working 2 days per week. SPS therefore has a vacancy for 3/7 per week.

SPS also has an ongoing vacancy of 2 days per week. The vacancies will not be advertised as they

need to be filled by staff from Stirling council’s permanent supply pool. SPS awaits clarification of

whether we will have probationers or who will be allocated to Mrs Walker’s job share.

Grounds Group Update - Katie Goodier

Next Welly Day will be Saturday 14th May 1 30 - 4.30pm. The whole school community are welcome

to join and the grounds group hope that some new faces might come along to help. There are a

number of jobs to be tackled including creating a story corner, repairing the fence around the pond,

and starting work on the Chelsea memorial garden (see note below). Planting in the pond area is

currently being considered. The parent council thanked Katie for the work she and a team of helpers

did to weave the willow den. Some of it “popped out” in high winds and the grounds group will look

at trying to rectify this once again.

Memorial Garden - Sharon Cassidy

The family of an ex pupil of SPS gifted £2000 to the school to create a memorial garden for Chelsea

Kennedy who died in 2020.  Chelsea loved her time at SPS and she loved nature and the outdoors.

Her family are keen that an area for children to chat and play is created in her memory. Discussions

around her family’s wishes were held some time ago but progress has been delayed by the pandemic

until now. A buddy bench and benches with planters have now been ordered. There was agreement

that the creation of the memorial garden needs to be in keeping with Chelsea’s family’s vision.

A further £1000 was donated to the school by the family of Mrs Hume. She was a former member of

staff at the school who has since died. A story bench with 6 seating stumps is planned with this

money.

A £500 grant was obtained from an educational psychology team called therapeutic spaces and has

been used to purchase a hand made buddy bench. This was ordered in January.

The parent council was asked for further funds to cover additional costs of top soil, compost,

postcrete, screws and fixings etc. The total required is thought to be around £500. It was agreed that

we are happy to cover this.

Fundraising- Margaret Malluck



A further bonus ball is planned imminently. The winner will receive £200 and the school will receive a

£390 donation from this.

Action: Margaret and Alastair to send out bonus ball e-mails to SPS parents

A sponsored walk is planned before the end of term where SPS children aim to collectively walk a

distance of around 2000 miles. The plan is to chose a destination that means something to the

children and create a blue Peter style totaliser so the children can visualise their progress.

Sponsorship will be collected via a go fund me page unless a free alternative can be found. A prize for

the person who does the most miles was suggested and tying it in with points for the school houses

was also mentioned. There was some discussion around an appropriate destination and whether we

should use km or miles but this still needs to be confirmed.

Action: Margaret, Andy and Jenny agreed to meet to plan details of sponsored walk. Other parent

council members welcome.

The Summer Fair was always held at the start of June pre pandemic. However non SPS staff and

children are still not permitted entry to the school and so we should not have access to the toilets or

facilities. A large part of the playground has also been lost with both the library and nursery building

projects. There was a brief discussion about the possibly of having a summer fair at a different site

than the school and also about having it after the Summer break. Members of the parent council will

meet to discuss these proposals more fully soon.

Action: Possibility of an alternative Summer Fair to be discussed further by all committee members

in coming weeks.

There is no imminent need for funds from the parent council other than the memorial garden as

previously discussed. Pupil transport for events where the children represent the school had

previously been covered by the parent council but theses events will not be restarting imminently.

Treasurer Update - Andy Bell

Accounts Summary April 2022

Statements until 27th April Balance (effective) 3720.15 3383.73

Jan/Feb/March/April OUTS Cheques to clear 264.42

100 club refunds 72

Jan/Feb/March/April INS Parental Donations 166

Easyfundraising 110.28

100 Club donations 72



Daily Mile Path Allocation 510

Grounds Budget 2021-22 500

Available to the School 2373.73

Parent Council Network Meeting Update - Alastair Pickard

Alasdair reported that he had recently attended a further parent council network meeting. This was

very informative. It covered transitions from nursery to primary school, primary to secondary school

and secondary to the working community. He once again brought up Wifi and connectivity within

SPS. The large cost implications were highlighted and he was advised that funding had been agreed

for digital broadband. Sharon Cassidy informed us that digital boxes to boost internet signals are to

be installed into the school next week. Jenny Dawson asked what had happened to the assurance

from Stirling Council that the problems with the connectivity in SPS were to be resolved imminently?

Evelyn Tweed, MSP was originally contacted by the parent council in June 2021 regarding the matter.

There was a delayed response from her but the parent council received an e-mail from her in January

to say that BT rapid site (utilises cell based connectivity to increase the broadband capacity) was to

be introduced into Stirlingshire schools in the “coming weeks”. Are the booster boxes part of the BT

rapid site? Is this as effective as fibre broadband? Alasdair agreed to approach his Stirling Council

contact through the parent council network meetings to ask for clarification.

Mrs Cassidy also highlighted that the admin computers in the school were running on Windows

2007. A patch has been done to tide things over with these computers presently.

ACTION: Alastair to contact Stirling council to ask for clarification regarding BT rapid site and the

booster boxes to be installed.

Next meeting will be the SPS AGM in the new school year. This will include a report of all the SPS

parent council have achieved over the past year.


