
Parent Council Virtual Meeting 21/09/22 6.30pm

In attendance: Alastair Pickard, Andy Bell, Mags Malluck, Kate Warburton, Jenny Dawson, Sharon

Cassidy, Elsbeth Loughrey, Gabby Reid, Kathryn Skivington, Kate Revel.

Apologies: Katie Goodier, Anne Spencer

Welcome to all from the chair, Alastair Pickard.

Chairs Report

See attached report.

Regarding connectivity in the school, Alastair asked if the had improved at all following PC efforts via

the council and local MSP. Mrs Cassidy explained that a central connector that the chrome books link

to is helping. This is a stop gap while awaiting fibre broad band.

Thanks was given to Mrs Cassidy and Miss Spencer for their communication efforts over the year. We

are looking forward to face to face meetings in future.

Treasurer Report

See attached accounts.

The walking challenge raised £1207.82 for school grounds repairs. The odd amount is due to the fee

charged by the website used. The school lottery raised £940.

A reminder about easy fundraising for the school was given. This raised just over £400.

Thanks was given to the parents who chose to contribute directly to the school with standing orders

to the parent council bank account.

The issue with the 100 club has been resolved. Most parents chose to donate the money to the

school and a small amount was paid back to parents who didn’t released that the lottery had been

stopped.

Online banking is up and running and the bank signatories are in place.

Official Business of the Parental Council

Agreed that all office bearers will carry on for a further year.

Alastair as chair, Andy as treasurer and Jenny as clerk.

Agreed that Mags and Kate will stay on as ordinary members.

Agreed that Katie (in her absence) will stay on as grounds group rep.



Head Teacher Update

Thank you to the parents of the parent council for all the support. The staff and children have much

appreciated it.

There is a 4wk delay in the nursery build but it is hoped that it will be finished by the end of

November. The construction team have been very helpful and communicative with regular walk

rounds.

A parent has sent communication to the school commenting on how pleasant it is not having the

library car park open. Mrs Cassidy suggested that we may want to invite Margaret Vass of the

community council to a future meeting to discuss the plans for the library car park.

Numicon maths resources are valued as a helpful teaching aid within SPS. A large proportion of the

pupil equity fund has gone towards this but a further £2000 will be required to roll numicon out

across the whole school. The teaching staff are keen to do this and ask the PC if they would consider

trying to fund this.

Alastair pointed out that we could pursue Stirling Council to fund things like the bike shelter repairs

in order to maintain PC funds for items like numicon. Mrs Cassidy advised that the council may not

pay for the repairs as the bike shelters were purchased through sustrans with fundraised money.

They have been repeatedly vandalised and Mr Bendermacher did his best to repair them.

The school improvement plan has been signed off and will be on the school website in the next 2

weeks.

Grounds Update - Given by Alastair in Katie’s absence

The welly day was a great success and lots of work was completed. It has been lovely to see the

children using Chelsea’s memorial garden. Mrs Cassidy is happy for welly days to continue in the

future. A welly day campaign has been suggested to raise awareness of all the group and parent

volunteers have done over the years. Our children’s amazing playground is largely thanks to the hard

work of past and present volunteers. Big thanks to Tom Furniss for all the planning he put into the

last welly day and thank you to Mirte Greve for donating lots of plants. Thank you to Katie Goodier

for many years of time and effort put into the grounds group and parent council.

Fundraising Update

We are planning to have a Halloween disco for the children of SPS on the evening of Friday 28th

October at the Edmonstone hall.

We hope that we can run a Christmas fair for the first time since the pandemic. The provisional date

is the evening of Friday 2nd December.

A spring coffee morning is planned for March and we hope that this will give families an opportunity

to socialise again.

The proposed date for the Summer Fair is Saturday 3rd June.



An SPS children’s recipe book is being considered as a way or raising funds. Ideally this would be

ready to sell at the Christmas Fair.

We will hold off any further lotteries for now as there are plenty of other fundraising events/ causes.

Elspeth suggested that communicating the specific reason for fundraising efforts to parents makes

things more tangible. For example she felt the fundraising for the memorial garden organised by the

school on amazon worked well. She emphasised the power of word of mouth in getting messages

out there.

Mrs Cassidy thanked Alastair for the work he has done in producing a very informative and

professional PC newsletter over the winter.  Alastair acknowledged that there are some updates

needed to the PC website. Rachel Allan does this in her own time and this is much appreciated.

Gabby put forward a potential fundraising idea around uniform recycling. Schools in other councils

tend to do this and it works well. Sharon explained that this has been done in the playground in the

past and uptake was not always good. Jenny mentioned that the PC at Balfron high has a second

hand uniform shop and it works well but it is a lot of effort for the parents who take this on. Jenny

also mentioned the changing lives Malawi school uniform donations which many SPS parents already

donate their used uniforms to. Gabby suggested that an SPS PC uniform recycling programme could

work in conjunction with the Malawi project and unsold items could be sent on to them. Kate agreed

that it was a great idea and felt that many people are now much more proactive about recycling and

so thought it would be popular. We would have to consider storage and logistics. Kate and Gabby will

liaise around this.

Mags highlighted that in previous years there has been a fundraising committee of members. So far

this has fallen to the parent council but Mags plans to put out a call for help via WhatsApp.

It was noted that there are probably much easier ways of fundraising for specific school needs. The

children’s parties and the Christmas and summer fairs of pre covid days were a lot of work for

fundraising teams but they were brilliant fun for the children and for the whole SPS community. They

were more than simple fundraisers and did a lot to lift the SPS community spirit. The PC are very

keen that we can start these events up again but they will require more support from parent

volunteers. Hopefully this can be passed on by word of mouth.

Next Meeting

The next parent council meeting will be held face to face in the school on 9th November at 6pm . All

welcome.


