
 

 

 

Parent Council Virtual Meeting 26/01/22 6.30pm 

In attendance: Alastair Pickard, Andy Bell, Mags Malluck, Kate Warburton, Sharon Cassidy, Anne 
Spencer, Elsbeth Loughrey, Amy Palmer, Joanne Battersby.  

Apologies: Jenny Dawson, Katie Goodier 

Welcome to all from the chair, Alastair Pickard. 

 

Minutes of last meeting 

Nil of note.  

 

Head teacher update 

• Covid risk assessments and procedures 
Risk assessments are continuing to be updated. 
COSHH risk assessments done for hand sanitizer. 
Health and Safety teams are carrying out unannounced spot checks. However, Sharon 
Cassidy is not concerned about these as school is up to date with risk assessments and 
procedures. 
 

• Covid positive cases being reported to parents 
Sharon Cassidy has expressed her concerns that a Warn and Inform letter can only be sent 
once every 10 days. So if, after the initial positive case, a number of children/ staff in a class 
develop covid the Warn and Inform letter to parents will only go out once. Her concerns are 
that without knowing about the extent of Covid in a class that parents are not able to make 
an informed decision about sending their children to school. She has enquired but it stands 
that there will be no change to this at present.  
 

• School workbook 
This information is being collated. It is submitted to Stirling Council and looks at number of 
children attending school, number of children registered to start school and also takes into 
account placing requests. It will determine next year’s staffing levels and if composite 
classes will be needed. The information will be fed back in May to the school. 
As it stands there have been 23 children registered for P1, with 4 placing requests to 
Strathblane primary and 2 placing requests out of Strathblane primary. 

ACTION 

Sharon Cassidy to feedback to parent council outcome from Stirling re: staffing levels and if 
composite classes will be needed. 
 



 

 

• Staffing challenges 
Challenges due to Covid testing/ isolating. 
Mrs McClelland has started as a job share with Mrs Barrett in an administration role. She is 
being trained. Training has been harder as Covid has prevented face to face training. 
Mrs Retson is absent due to ongoing sickness.  
A member of nursery admin staff is absent with sick leave. 
A member of cleaning staff stopped working at Christmas time and has not been replaced. 
Del Ingram, our recently appointed caretaker, is still sharing his time between Strathblane 
and Killearn primary schools. 

 

Library update 

Margaret Vass from Community Development Trust updated us. 

• Timings 
This week contractors’ compound being built. 
Next week-old library demolished with Tuesday 1/2/22 being bulldozer day. 
Plan to complete in 40weeks but hope to shorten this timeline. 

• Daily mile path 
Fencing is going up to make site safe. To do this daily mile path will need to be moved, which 
will be done by contractors. It will be reinstated when work is complete. 

• Involvement of children 
The contractors have experience letting children experience a building site and would like to 
involve the pupils.  

• Parking and traffic 
As library carpark is now shut there was a discussion about bad parking and congestion 
about the school, which was more marked these last few days. Sharon Cassidy discussed 
that the school has a travel plan and previously Park and Stride has been encouraged. There 
was a discussion about other parking places including Edmonston hall, church carpark and 
possibly Kirkhouse carpark, (but this needed further clarification). Parents should be 
reminded not to park on pavements.  

• Safety 
It was noted the scheduling of large vehicles attending the site will be at quiet times. 

• Ongoing update 
Margaret Vass is happy to keep us up to date or to be contacted if there are any concerns. 

ACTION 

Margaret Vass to give Sharon Cassidy the contact details of David Macdonald, (site 
manager). 

Margaret Vass is going to contact the Community Council to see if they plan to disseminate 
any information about where to park whilst library carpark is shut. 

Anne Spencer will check if posters are on school railings encouraging parents/ carers not to 
park on the pavements. 

Anne Spencer was going to check if current owners of Kirkhouse would allow parents/carers 
to park there during drop off/ pick up.  



 

 

 

Nursery update 

From Anne Spencer  

• Build update 
No date as yet. There’s a meeting with William Watt and Stirling Council at the end of 
January and it is anticipated there should be an update about the start date. 
Sharon Cassidy pointed out that delays have been due to finances and there are other 
similar projects throughout the county in a similar position. 

• Staffing 
Debbie Bradley is returning from maternity leave in March and will be coming back 
Wed/Thurs/Fri. Interviews for the Mon/Tues job share were held and a fantastic individual 
has been appointed who should start at end of February. 

• Risk assessments 
Covid risk assessments up to date. 
Risk assessments have been done for current STEM projects that the nursery children are 
carrying out. 
Outdoor risk assessments have been updated after an incident that occurred at nursery. The 
garden fence has been heightened to increase security. The reed screen is temporary, and 
the Early Years Team will pay for increasing the height of the fence. This will be in the same 
style as the new nursery build fence. Quotes are currently awaited to get this started. 

• Covid cases in nursery 
There were rising numbers, but new cases seem to be stopping. After discussion with Early 
Years Team an email, in addition to the Warn and Inform letter, was sent out to parents to 
inform them of increasing cases. As nursey is not compulsory this was felt to be appropriate. 

 

Connectivity 

Update from Alistair and Sharon Cassidy 

The plan is to roll out onto BT Rapidsite. Killearn is the first school to have this done followed by our 
school. 

Alastair Pickard attended the Parent Council Network meeting on 11/1/22 and the feedback from 
this meeting was that this would be a quick roll out and an effective solution. 

Sharon Cassidy has had contact with an Adam Kilitch and she was concerned there was as yet no 
start date for Killearn primary and that it might be a longer process then was anticipated. There was 
also concern that the new network might only be used for the chromebooks and this would still 
leave the issue with the school’s wired PCs. The wired PCs cannot be replaced by chromebooks as 
these do not have enough functions. This seems to be different from the feedback from the Parent 
Council Network meeting. 

 

ACTION 

Alastair will review what was said at the Parent Council Network meeting. He will get in touch with 
with the person who presented at this meeting and feedback to Sharon Cassidy. 



 

 

 

Fundraising 

Update from Mags 

• Bonus ball lottery 
Huge success. All 59 balls sold. £290 made for the Parent Council and £300 to winner. Easy 
to do and the plan going forward is to run this quarterly. After discussion with parents it has 
been decided that there will be a reduction in prize money to £200 so each lottery the 
Parent Council will raise £390 if all balls are sold. 

• Sponsored walk 
Plan to start this before Easter Break, where the children can be sponsored to  walk a certain 
distance, eg. Strathblane to Edinburgh over a period of time/series of walks 

• Sponsored keep fit 
Sharon Cassidy discussed that in previous years a sponsored keep fit had been fun for the 
children and good for fundraising. 

• Summer Fayre 
It was not clear at this time if the school summer fayre will go ahead. 
 
 

• Fundraising needs from the school 
Sharon Cassidy talked about the bike shelters as the Perspex has had to be removed as it 
had been broken and was a hazard. Unfortunately, the Perspex cannot be replaced. 
A family have donated £2000 towards a memorial garden, to be built in the school 
playground, in memory of their daughter. There was agreement that the Parent Council 
could contribute towards this if required.  

 

Treasurer update 

• Previous 100club 
Issues pertaining to this have now been resolved or are nearly resolved. Some 
parents/carers chose to donate their overpayments. 

• Outgoings 
£154 as refunds for previous 100club over payments. 
£300 prize for bonus ball lottery 

• Income 
£590 from bonus ball lottery 
£34 donation 
£95 easy fundraising 

• Balance healthy 
Healthy balance of around £3100  
There is £510 set aside for daily mile path upkeep and £500 for grounds group which still 
leaves a good balance of about £2100. 

 

 

 



 

 

AOB 

• Enquiry about air purifiers  
Parent enquired to Alastair about air purifiers as concern that it was cold in the nursey with 
the windows open. Sharon Cassidy stated there were no imminent plans from Stirling 
Council to provide these but that there may be national funding in the future.  
 

• Willow den 
Thanks was passed on to Katie Goodier for organizing the willow weaving. The school are 
really pleased at how fabulous it is now looking. 
 

• Letting parents and carers know what is happening at Parent Council meetings 
It was noted that the minutes from the last meeting were emailed out to all the 
parents/carers, but were still not on the website. Rachel Allen will happily upload anything 
to the website if we let her know. 
ACTION Alastair to email Rachel Allen once minutes have been finalised. 
 

• Poor attendance at Parent Council meetings 
Long discussion about how difficult it is to attract people to come to Parent Council meeting, 
but that those attending find them really informative and helpful. It was also noted that due 
to Covid the school was very different as usually parents would attend lots of events within 
the school and this was currently not able to happen. Everyone is very welcome to any 
Parent Council meetings. 

 

Date for next meeting: 20/4/22 


