
MINUTES OF STRATHBLANE P.S. PARENT COUNCIL MEETING – 20/11/14 

 

1. In attendance: Fiona Burns, Helen Treacher, Anne Spencer, Maree Airlie, Julie Leigh, 

Christopher Breslin, Katie Goodier, Lisa Hazlehurst, Steven McCooey, Mandy 

Malcomson. 

 

2. Apologies: Kate Baxter, Nicki Corrigan, Naomi Forsyth. 

 

Helen opened the meeting. 

 

3. Minutes of last meeting and matters arising: 

Minutes of last meeting were adopted by PC as a true record of that meeting. 

 

 A risk assessment of outdoor play equipment has been arranged for 24/11/14. 

 Helen gave feedback on recruitment of the new Head Teacher. Mrs Sharon 

Cassidy will take up her position in early 2015. 

 Neil Thompson is the new coordinator of TOPS sports. He will liaise with 

volunteers. 

 Malcolm Ferguson has agreed to audit accounts. 

 Anne Spencer will contact Active Stirling about payment of PVG checks. 

 Helen explained that name of the company who own the bike track needs to be 

added to PC insurance for Summer Fair. She will liaise with Community 

Development Trust. 

 Staff have agreed to make items for the Christmas Fair with each class. 

 Fiona and grounds group will look at proposed plans for Nursery window area. 

 Helen has now been trained to manage Parent Council website. 

 Helen liaised with Margaret Vass (CC) to confirm that the Parent Council have not 

been fundraising for roof repairs. 

 There is £296 left in PC stationery/admin fund. Fiona will ask Wendy Barrett how 

PC can access this money. 

 

4. School Update 
Anne Spencer reported the following: 

 Jennifer Alexander has been appointed as the new P3 teacher to cover Mrs 

McGregor’s maternity leave. 

 A new cook has been appointed but no starting date as yet. 

 Sports leaders from Balfron HS have been working with classes. 

 There is still sponsor money coming in for playground markings. 

 The Cross Country and Swimming teams have had recent success. Anne thanked 

Maree Airlie for her hard work. 

 Anne outlined other successful school events including Macastory visit, a trip to 

see ‘All Shook Up’, working with Anne Balfour with WW1 book about villagers 

and fundraising for ‘Children In Need.’ 

 Two successful grants (‘Food for Thought’ and ‘Food for Life’) will enable each 

class to undertake a food topic and buy gardening equipment. Homebase has been 

very helpful. Sami Jones will come to train staff. School may require a ‘Food for 

Life’ action group in near future. 

 Toilets – a quote for £8000 has been received for installation of new flooring. A 

close look at finances is required to take this forward. 

 

 



5. Treasurer’s Report 
Fiona reported a balance of £4,491.03 (approx. £3000 unallocated). 

 

6. Fundraising Update 
Anne met with Fundraising Group and everything is on track for the Christmas Fair 

(5/12/14). 

 

7. Grounds Group Update 
o P4 helped to plant a further 104 trees from Woodland Trust and bark has been 

placed around the Stegosaurus. 

o Land and Asset Management were supposed to come out to do a proper risk 

assessment on the tunnels – no date has been confirmed yet. Grounds group is 

hoping that they will come up with useful suggestions. 

o Jenny Park and Nicki Corrigan’s mum will maintain the Willow Den before 

March. 

o Grounds group will purchase a lockable water tap cover (£15-20). 

o Boundary fence- the area beside the Library is a priority for repair. 

 

8. Priorities 2014/15 

Long Term- 

Anne suggested that an upgrade of computers should be a long-term priority. Balfron PS 

has a lockable, portable trolley with laptops. Stirling Council technical adviser will come 

out to survey school. A lockable, charging trolley costs around £600. There was some 

discussion as to whether we could still be competitive with pricing. Anne agreed to get 

full specifications of what is needed. The plan is to have a full class set of laptops to 

replace out dated computers. 

 

 School Travel Plan- All Stirling schools have been asked to participate in ‘safer routes to   

school’ project. Anne will send out survey to parents soon to look for ‘spots for concern’. 

This will be linked with Community Council and Sustrans. 

 

Bike Shelter- some parents have requested an increase in size of bicycle storage area and 

possible shelter. Chris Breslin agreed to look into this. There may be a Sustrans grant 

available. 

 

Playground markings- Steven McCooey reported that children have prioritised lacrosse 

markings, hopscotch, target jump and netball court. The School Badge markings for 

access ramp will be on hold for now. There was discussion about how to remind parents 

to forward sponsor money. Steven agreed to send an email to parents with a target 

suggestion. 

 

Julie suggested that PC should be more proactive about what fundraised money is used 

for and what priorities are. Julie and Lisa agreed to put together a one off PC Newsletter 

in January. 

 

9. AOCB 

 PC agreed to donate money for class Christmas parties. 

 Stirling Council will visit every school to view their estate- no date yet. 

 Steven McCooey encouraged opportunities for educational trips. 

 

10. Next meeting: TUESDAY 27
th

 JANUARY 2015 @ 7:15pm (computer suite). 


